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INTRODUCTION

Table 1
Effective year of mandated state substance abuse counselor reporting implementation

Child maltreatment takes on numerous forms, including physical abuse,
psychological abuse, sexual abuse, and neglect, and affects an estimated
38% of children in the United States. Due to the deleterious effects of
maltreatment, 48 states mandate most health professionals to report
suspected abuse and neglect. Yet, only 14 states specifically require
substance abuse counselors to report suspected abuse and neglect.
Substance abuse is commonly implicated in maltreatment cases, with an
estimated 40 to 70 percent involving alcohol or drug use among
perpetrators, which points to the importance of examining the association
between substance abuse counselor reporting and the outcome of Child
Protective Services (CPS) reports. The present study seeks to examine how
state-level mandatory reporting policies are associated with child
maltreatment reporting through analysis of the National Data Archive on
Child Abuse and Neglect (NDACAN), which is a national repository of
child maltreatment reports.
Specifically, this study aims to:

State
Effective Year
Alaska
1990
Connecticut
1988
Nevada
2007
New York
2005
Kansas
2006
Oregon
2004
California
2008
Massachusetts
2008
South Dakota
2007
Wisconsin
2008
Iowa
2002
South Carolina
2008
North Dakota
2008
Illinois
2005
Note. Based on the work of Child Welfare Information Gateway (2016c).

For more information or questions about the data and research project,
contact Bilgé Yilmaz, M.S., at yilmazb@EVMS.edu or 757-446-5799.

Yist = As + Bt + β1X1ist + ... + βnXnist + βPOLICYst + εist

Table 2
Covariate Constructs and Types
Covariate Constructs
State-Level Policies

Type
1. Beer excise taxes
2. Liquor excise taxes
3. Wine excise taxes
4. Tobacco excise taxes
5. Marijuana decriminalization or legalization
6. Statutes regulating workplace drug testing
7. Mental health funding

Caretaker Risk factors

1. Emotional disturbance
2. Domestic violence
3. Financial problem
4. Inadequate housing
5. Intellectual disability
6. Learning disability
7. Other medical condition
8. Physical disability
9. Public assistance
10. Visually or hearing impairment

Child/Perpetrator
Demographic Information

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

METHOD
The proposed study will use existing administrative data to investigate the
longer-term impact of substance abuse counselor reporting requirements.
Archival child maltreatment reporting data from the National Data Archive
on Child Abuse and Neglect (NDACAN) at Cornell University will be used
to examine the association between the implementation of mandated
reporting requirements and child maltreatment outcomes between the years
2000 to 2016. As such, de-identified child maltreatment reports captured by
NCANDS, rather than individual participants, will serve as our sample.

All study analyses will be conducted on the final aggregated, report-level
dataset using the version 3.5.1 of the statistical language R. Aims 1 and 2 will
be tested using fixed-effects logistic regression, which control for time and
state-invariant factors by allowing intercepts to differ across time and
between groups
The basic structure of the regression models is:

1) Examine how the implementation of substance abuse counselor
reporting requirements is associated with the reporting process,
including the disposition of reports and the presence of substance abuse
2) Examine differences in the above outcomes based on whether there
were non-specific reporting requirements vs. requirements that mention
substance use counselors specifically.

A repeated, cross-sectional report-level dataset will be created using the raw
data provided by NCANDS and then linked to state-level policy variables.
The final dataset will contain several variables of interest aggregated at the
report-level, including child maltreatment reporting outcomes, such as
substantiated dispositions rendered by CPS, substance abuse, and substance
abuse-related services, and also including possible covariates, such as
caretaker risk factors, demographic information, and the length of the
reporting process.

Length of the Reporting
Process

Age at report
Ethnicity
Maltreatment type
Perpetrator prior abuser
Race
Sex

1. Investigation contact time
2. Report date
3. Report disposition date

Note. Covariates and corresponding levels based on NCANDS codebook in Appendix A.

ANTICIPATED RESULTS
It is expected that there will be a higher proportion of substantiated Child
Protective Services (CPS) reports when and in states where substance abuse
counselors are mandated to report suspected child abuse or neglect.
Specifically, it is expected that differences in the proportion of substantiated
CPS reports, cases involving substance abuse and substance abuse-related
services, will vary based on the implementation of state-level mandatory
reporting requirements over time. If a greater proportion of substantiated
CPS reports is found among those states in which substance abuse
counselors are mandated to report suspected child abuse or neglect, this
points to a potential benefit of requiring such professionals to report and can
inform policy.

PROGRESS TO DATE
The research team acquired all available archival NCANDS child file
datasets from 2000 to 2016. Sample size approximates several million, and
is expected to provide ample power to detect possible existing effects. The
team is currently completing a pre-analysis review of each state’s relevant
statutes to verify language of mandatory reporting policies and dates of
enactment.

